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Do you have changes to your policy?  Increasing your level 

of coverage?  Do you want to add options?  Adding a crop? 

It is important to share with us any changes to your farming 

operation i.e. irrigation added, land added, NBG, expanding to 

a new county, acres emerging from CRP, adding a crop, etc.  If 

you have any changes to your entity i.e. death of an SBI, did 

you get married, have name change, etc.  Please let us know 

by March 15!  Failure to inform us of any changes may put 

your insurance coverage in jeopardy. 

* SBI = Person of Substantial Beneficial Interest in your farming operation 

Sales Closing Deadline MARCH 15 

Market Facilitation Program (MFP) 

The MPF provides direct payments to help corn, 
cotton, sorghum, soybean, wheat, dairy and hog 
producers impacted by the tariffs.  You are re-
quired to complete an application and report your 

production to your local FSA.  Please do not as-
sume if you have reported your production to crop 
insurance your MFP  has been reported and vice 
versa.  You are still required to complete and sign 
a MFP application at the FSA office.   

            DEADLINE:  FEBRUARY 14 

Discovery Prices 

As of Friday, February 8 

    Corn  $4.02 

        Soybeans  $9.68 

Grain Sorghum $3.96 

Prices Based on CBOT 

Spring Vegetable Prices will be based 

on Processors Contracts 

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) is predict-
ing most farmers will choose PLC for crop years 
2019-2020.  If you opt for PLC, you will be eligible 
for Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) and you 
must elect SCO by sales closing (March 15).  Due 
to the government shutdown, FSA will delay the 
sign-up period to elect ARC or PLC for the 2019 
crop year.  You may recall we faced a similar situa-
tion when the 2014 Farm Bill was implemented.  In 
this case, RMA allowed the cancellation of SCO 
policies for farmers electing ARC after the sales 
closing date.  RMA has not announced whether it 
will follow the same procedure for 2019 however, 
we are feeling confident they will.  We will keep 
you posted as procedures develop.    
                                      Jackie 

IT’S TIME TO CHOOSE…...ARC OR PLC? What is Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) 

The Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) is a 
crop insurance option that provides additional cov-
erage for a portion of your underlying crop insur-
ance policy deductible.  You must buy it as an en-
dorsement to Yield Protection or Revenue Protec-
tion or to the Actual Production History policy for 
crops that do not have revenue protection availa-
ble.  The government pays 65 percent of the pre-
mium cost for SCO.  Any crops you have chosen 
ARC for is not eligible for SCO coverage.  SCO 
follows the coverage of your underlying policy.  
The amount of SCO coverage depends on the lia-
bility, coverage level and approved yield for your 
underlying policy.  However, SCO differs from the 
underlying policy in how a loss is triggered.  The 
underlying policy pays a loss on an individual ba-
sis and an indemnity is triggered when you  have a 
individual loss in yield or revenue.  SCO pays a 
loss on an area basis, and an indemnity is triggered 
when there is a county level loss in yield or reve-
nue. 



 Review your crop insurance coverage and options to 

determine if your coverage is adequate for your operation.  

Options such as Trend Adjustment (TA), Yield Exclusion 

(YE) and insuring Irrigated vs Non-Irrigated may be the 

right fit for your farm.   

 Have you reported your 2018 crop production?  In order 

to provide an up to date and accurate quote for your 2019 

crops by March 15 including your production from 2018 

will allow you to make the necessary adjustments to your 

crop insurance.  Absolute deadline to submit production 

is April 15.   

 What happens when your crop insurance premium pay-

ment is not paid by the designated due date?  Sometimes 

payments have to be delayed however, if premium is paid 

late 1.25% per month of interest is charged and if payments 

are not paid and postmarked by March 15 the policy will be 

cancelled.  At that time the entity is placed  on the Ineligi-

ble Tracking System (ITS) and the policy is not eligible for 

crop insurance coverage for the new crop year.  Additional 

time to pay the premium is available with a payment plan 

but the plan must be in place prior to the March 15 cancel-

lation date.   

 Did you know if you fail to have a “Highly Erodible 

Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 

(WC) Certification (Form AD-1026) on file at FSA your 

crop insurance premium subsidy is in jeopardy?  If you 

change your entity or add  farmland be sure to file a 

Form AD-1026 in order to update all documents at FSA. 

 Online Premium Payments!   We have been waiting for 

this and it is finally here.  RCIS policyholders now have the 

option to make payments on line.  It is convenient, accessi-

ble 24/7 and payments post within two business days.  You 

can click on “Make a Payment” from either RCIS.com or 

RCIS.com for Producers. 

 Direct Deposits!  Get your indemnity funds quicker by 

signing up for direct deposit.  Indemnity payment will be 

deposited two business days following the finalization of 

the claim.  Do not wait for snail mail, get your money soon-

er. 

REMINDER:  DO NOT DESTROY  2019 

Wheat/Barley crop for harvest with-

out notifying your crop insurance 

agent first! 

Things you Need to Know! 

RCIS Producer Services Go to RCIS.com to sign up for the Producer Portal allowing you to view 

and digitally sign documents including claims.  Access your crop insurance policy at any time by simply entering 
your policy number.  Contact King Crop Insurance to sign up for Direct Deposit to have your claims payment depos-
ited directly into your account within two business days of finalized claim.  When the funds are transferred you will 
receive an e-mail notifying you a deposit has been made. 

A producer can have a Written Unit Agreement (WUA) for 

oversized farm serial numbers and can be used to establish op-

tional units for crops.  The optional units established by the 

WUA may be used in accordance with applicable policy provi-

sions to qualify for enterprise units.  In other words, we may 

finally have a way to separate some of those farms that have 

been reconstituted under a single farm serial number.  The FSA 

requirement to group farmer owned land under a single farm 

serial number has a major impact on your crop insurance cover-

age.  We are required to insure by farm serial number and prac-

tice. There could be a negative impact whether you use option-

al units or enterprise units.  The WUA may provide an option 

for us to break the large farm serial number into smaller pieces.   

A WUA is going to require a complete review to determine if it 

will work for your farming operation.  We will have to meet 

some very specific crite-

ria and submit a request 

for approval to RMA.   

Boundaries around the 

area for which we want 

to    establish the WUA 

must be well defined 

such as woodland, ditch-

es, roadways, waterways, permanent field boundaries, etc.  We 

will need copies of maps, APH information, written descrip-

tions of boundaries, and letters of requests.  Once the infor-

mation is compiled, submitted and approved for the initial crop 

year, the subsequent crop years will only need your signature to 

continue the use of WUA. Please contact our office if you 

would like to explore the benefits of the WUA for your farming 

operation.  

Written Unit Agreements 

Did you know Delaware Farm Bureau is cele-
brating their 75th year in 2019?  The Farm Bu-
reau works everyday to promote and protect the 
rural landscape and natural resources of our 
state.  They provide leadership and assistance to build a 
strong and prosperous ag community.  Stay tuned for the 
Delaware Farm Bureau celebration date and location!  

2018 Farm Bill increased the CAT fee from $300 to $600.  

CAT policies pay indemnities for losses in excess of 50% of 

the APH yield at 55 percent of the established price.  A  pro-

ducer can sign up for CAT coverage for a flat fee of $600 per 

crop per county.        

 



Color printed copies of your farm maps are available.  If you would like to report your planted acres using a printed map, contact 

our office to receive your maps.   We have various mapping products available to us to make it easier and more efficient to obtain 

crop reporting data.   Using the map-based acreage reporting, you can visually verify the crop reporting is correct and provide us 

with a better, overall, understanding of your farming operation.   

 
Jackie’s Corner…………………. 

Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Farm Bill 2018) is now 

law.  In the Farm Bill, lawmakers were able to protect crop in-

surance, allow for smoother navigation of the PLC and ARC 

programs as well as expanding funding of the EQIP program.  It 

also legalizes hemp production, allowing the USDA to regulate 

the plant and giving hemp farmers access to government pro-

grams.  

With a strong bipartisan support, Congress 387-47 and Senate 

87-13, the farm bill law will now have to be enacted into farm 

policy procedure. There is still a lot of work to be done before 

we get to the field level. 

For crop insurance the 2018 farm bill will increase the admin-

istration fee for CAT policies from $300 to $ 600 (which will be 

implemented for the 2020 crop year), buy-up crop insurance 

fees are unchanged, it will now allow enterprise units to cross 

county lines 

and hemp 

will be a 

covered 

commodity 

under the 

Federal 

Crop Insur-

ance Act.  

To highlight 

a few, the 

bill requires Research and Development on the following: 

Whole Farm Revenue policies to improve effectiveness, tropical 

storm or hurricane coverage, quality loss coverages that does not 

impact APH, grain sorghum (including rates), greenhouse policy 

and local foods.  We will keep you posted on the progress as the 

government gets back to work and the Farm Bill is implement-

ed! 

In November we invited 

RMA Administrator 

Martin Barbre and Re-

gional Director Alex 

Sereno for a visit to see 

firsthand the challenges 

Delmarva farmers face 

regarding the crop insur-

ance program.  With 73 

farmers in attendance at 

Chorman’s Airport we 

had great discussion 

concerning topics such as:  double cropping requirements, op-

tions to expand insurable crops i.e. edamame, extending insur-

ance period for processing beans and issues concerning the 

USDA grading procedures (ex. Vomitoxin) just to name a few.  

The feedback from attendees and the RMA officials were posi-

tive and we will not let the topics stop at the discussion in No-

vember.  Within days after the meeting a follow-up conference 

call was scheduled to prioritize and begin working on solutions.  

Nancy, Donna and I were very pleased and proud to showcase 

our farmers in Delaware and Maryland.  Mr. Barbre was im-

pressed with our region, enjoyed speaking with many farmers 

and walked away with a better understanding of the needs of 

farmers on Delmarva.   

2018 was a challenging year and my wishes are for a better 2019 

planting and growing season and with higher markets.  Stay safe 

and never hesitate to contact me.  I leave you with one of my 

favorite quotes “When regulations are clear, they’re understand-

able, people relatively comply.  When we cloud them, that’s 

when we have compliance issues.” USDA Secretary Sonny Per-

due 7/24/2017.  

                                                                                 Jackie 

Whole Farm Revenue Protection 

Lots of producers struggle to find the right crop 

insurance coverage for all their crops.   There 

might not be a policy available for the crops you 

grow.  Maybe you raise small amounts of sever-

al crops and insuring each crop seems time-

consuming.  Whole Farm Revenue Protection 

(WFRP) could be an option.   It provides a risk 

management safety net for all commodities on 

the farm under one insurance policy.  This insurance plan is 

tailored for any farm with up to $8.5 million in insured revenue, 

including farms with specialty or organic commodities (both 

crops and livestock), or those marketing to local, regional, farm

-identity preserved, specialty or direct markets.  WFRP insur-

ance provides coverage against the loss of revenue that your 

insured expects to earn or will obtain from commodities they 

produce or purchase for resale during the insurance period un-

der one insurance policy.  If you have a diverse operation and 

produce crops not covered by a traditional MPCI policy, WFRP 

may be what you need!   Call us for more details. 

Delaware Ag Safety Conference—March 6 

Maps Available for your Use…..just call us! 

Father of Crop Insurance? 

Some might consider Benjamin Franklin as the “Father of 
Crop Insurance” because of his thoughts dating back to the 

18th Century.   

“I have sometimes thought it might be well to 
establish an office of insurance for farms against 
the damage that may occur to them from storms, 
blights, insects, etc.  A small sum paid by a num-

ber would repair such losses and prevent much poverty and 
distress.”  Benjamin Franklin, October 24, 1788 

Agriculture is one of the most hazardous industries in the 
U.S. and this seminar, part of DFB’s Ag Safety campaign, 
will encourage farmers to “think safety first.”  The confer-
ence will be held from  March 6 from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. in the 
Ag Commodities Building on the State Fairgrounds in Har-
rington.  All farmers are encouraged to participate.  Register 
on line at www.defb.org or call 302-697-3183  

http://www.defb.org


King Crop Insurance, Inc. 

101 W Market Street 

Georgetown, DE  19947 

Sales 
Closing 

Deadline 

March 15 
 

  

                                                                 Sales Closing for Spring Crops 
                         Deadline for Making Changes to Your MPCI Policy 

                                        March 15th 
         Celebrating 50 Years  
 

• Change Your Insurance Coverage    
- Level of Coverage 
- Plan of Insurance  
- Unit Division (Basic, Optional or Enterprise) 
- Coverage by Practice 

• Entity Type Changes (divorced, married, LLC, 
partnership……)??? 

• Address changes, phone number change, e-mail?? 

• Have you added land in another county? 
 

                                                                                                                             Whole Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP)   
Peas Sales Closing - February 15th                                                        Sales Closing is March 15th 

                                                                                                                                                                              If you are interested in WFRP, call us now for a quote! 

 

       


